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BOOK NOTES. 

The title of A. Debidour's recent work — Histoire Diplomatique de 
V Europe, depuis Pouverture du Congres de Vienne jusqu'a la cldture 
du Congres de Berlin (two volumes, Felix Alcan, Paris) — and the 
author's statement of his purpose, which is to set forth all the political 
transactions between 1814 and 1878 which have had for their end the 
establishment, the confirmation or the disturbance of the political equi- 
librium of Europe, — sufficiently indicate the scope of this book. The 
admirable qualities which the author brings to the work are well shown 
in his account of the events which led to the Franco-German War — an 
account marked by intelligence and fairness. It is not easy for a 
foreigner to consider these events without some feeling of partisanship, 
and it goes without saying that it must be impossible for a Frenchman 
to do so ; but M. Debidour has kept his feelings out of his work, and 
his narrative and his judgments alike are remarkably free from any trace 
of personal affection or antipathy. The picture he presents is full of 
color, but, we think, veracious. 

In the Fin (TEmpire (Paul Ollendorf, 1890), Paul Gaulot brings to 
a close his three-volume history entitled " La Verite sur PExpedition du 
Mexique." This volume gives less satisfaction than its predecessors : 
it displays the same crude method of composition, by which long and 
unimportant quotations are embodied in the text; the same lack of 
thorough study and explanation of the spirit of the international rela- 
tions between France, Mexico and the United States ; and, in addition, 
it is quite as devoid of broad ideas as it is of good character-sketching. 
The very few comments made on the action of the United States in 
connection with the downfall of Maximilian's empire are so superficial 
as to indicate that the author has no knowledge whatever of the printed 
volumes of the diplomatic correspondence of the United States which 
cover this period. He does not seem to have used even the informa- 
tion which other books on the same subject as his, and in his own lan- 
guage, have placed before him. 

With the appearance of the third part of the second volume of 
Laband's Staatsrecht des Deutschen Reiches (Freiburg i. B., Aka- 
demische Verlagsbuchhandlung von J. C. B. Mohr, 1891), a great work 
is brought to a worthy conclusion. The previous instalments of this 
book have been very fully noticed in the Quarterly (III, 123; VI, 
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173). This last part (281 pages) is devoted to the financial system of 
the German Empire. In addition to a clear and comprehensive account 
of this system, it 'contains a most satisfactory discussion of the character 
of the budget and of the empire as a fiscal person ; a very valuable 
review of the most recent German literature upon the subject of the 
budget; and, finally, a full and careful index to the entire work. A 
great public lawyer is not often at the same time a master of the science 
of finance ; but Dr. Laband appears to be equally at home in both 
fields. A careful study of his treatment of the fiscus would be particu- 
larly profitable to American lawyers and economists : it would help 
them out of many difficulties in dealing with the property rights and 
obligations of our own commonwealths. 

From the Clarendon Press has been issued a reprint of Bentham's 
Fragment on Government (Oxford, 1891), edited, with an introduction, 
by T. C. Montague. The republication in agreeable form of this amusing 
as well as suggestive work of the great utilitarian will be appreciated 
by students of both legal and political philosophy. Mr. Montague's 
introduction touches upon the general character of Bentham's genius, 
describes in a judicial spirit his position in the history of the science of 
legislation, with special reference to his relations to Montesquieu and 
Beccaria, and concludes with an examination of the theory of sovereignty 
as outlined in the Fragment. Bentham is far from perfect definiteness on 
this last-mentioned subject, but his editor can scarcely be said to have 
improved upon him or to have succeeded in presenting a clear concep- 
tion of the elusive principle. 

In Rousseau und die Deutsche Geschichtsphilosophie (Stuttgart, Gos- 
chen'sche Verlagshandlung, 1890), Richard Fester offers a contribution 
to the history of German idealism. Starting with an examination of 
Rousseau's general view of human history, the author seeks to trace 
the influence of this view in the ideas of the German Aufkldrung and 
in the philosophical systems of Kant, Fichte and the other great thinkers, 
down to Hegel. To one who has spent much time in exploring the 
misty realms of German idealism Mr. Fester's treatment of his subject 
will probably seem as successful as could be expected; and there is 
that irf his work which will be of use to students of political science if 
they have the patience to find it. 

It is hard to see the necessity of Professor Friedrich Kleinwachter's 
work on Die Staatsromane: Ein Beitrag zur Lehre vom Communismus 
und Socialismus (Vienna, Breitenstein, 1891). He divides the Utopias 
into political and economic. The political romances he deems very 
wearisome and unimportant, " herzlich langweilig und belanglos " ; but 
the economic romances he calls valuable and interesting. He divides 
them up into the socialistic, the communistic and the semi-communistic 



No. 3.] BOOK NOTES. 589 

romances, represented respectively by the works of 1) Plato, Harrington, 
and Fenelon; 2) More, Doni, Campanella, Andraa, Vairasse, Morelly, 
Fontenelle, Retif de la Bretonne and Cabet ; 3) Bellamy and Hertzka. 
With the exception of the authors mentioned in the last class, all these 
writers have been repeatedly described by French and German publi- 
cists, and Professor Kleinwachter has nothing really new to say about 
them. 

The well-known work of the Belgian publicist Emile de Laveleye, 
De la Propriete et de ses Formes Primitives has just been republished 
in a fourth edition (Paris, Felix Alcan, 1891). The preface tells us that 
it is so to say a new work. But in reality the ideas are the same, 
although the old chapters have been brought down to date and many 
new chapters added. Among these are accounts of the village commu- 
nity system in Scandinavia, Scotland, America, Spain, Italy, Ireland, 
Japan, Denmark, Egypt and Turkey. The total number of pages has 
been increased from less than 400 in the first edition of 1874 to 562 in 
the present edition. M. de Laveleye still clings to his original position 
in spite of the attacks made on him by Fustel de Coulanges and others. 
But he is careful to say that he does not wish to be understood as sketch- 
ing a plan of social reform, and he seems to be a little less sanguine 
than before as to the final return of modern society to the primitive 
system of the village community. He now contents himself with regret- 
ting that America and Australia sell their public lands outright, instead 
of leasing them ; he advises the retention or purchase by rural commu- 
nities of a communal domain, and he sees great advantages in adopting 
the Physiocratic plan of a land-tax as the main source of public revenue. 
The chief value of the book will always consist in the proof that private 
property is an historical, not an absolute, category. 

In the first volume of the University Extension Series, edited by 
Professor Symes of Nottingham, H. de B. Gibbins gives a resume of 
The Industrial History of England (London, Methuen & Co., 1890). 
It professes to be only an introduction to a fuller study of the subject. 
It traces in broad outlines the agricultural, commercial and industrial 
development from the Roman period to the modern age of the factory 
system. In the main Mr. Gibbins follows Professor Rogers, including 
his account of the " golden age " of the laborers after the revolt in 
the fourteenth century. The account of the "industrial revolution" 
is among the best chapters in the little book, — which may be highly 
recommended to beginners. 

Professor Funck-Brentano has edited an admirable reprint of Antoyne 
de Montchretien's Traicte de rCEconomie Politique (Paris, Plon 
Nourrit et C' e , 1889). The work will always be of interest as the 
first one in history which expressly applies the term political economy 
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to the subject of which it treats. It is to Montchretien, more than to 
any one else, that we owe the prevalent use of the adjective " political " 
to describe a science which in reality is social. The editor has added 
numerous notes and a preface of 1 20 pages, which is practically a trea- 
tise on the industrial organization of the middle ages in France. 

The two classic works on commercial crises have recently been re- 
published in considerably enlarged editions. Clement Juglar's Des 
Crises Commerciales has appeared in a second edition (Paris, Guil- 
laumin, 1889) after a lapse of twenty-nine years. Max Wirth's Ge- 
schichte der Handelskrisen (Frankfort a. M., Sauerlander, 1890) has 
been more fortunate in that the fourth edition has been called for after 
the expiration of only eight years since the third. Although Juglar's 
book makes the impression of greater elaborateness, Wirth's work is in 
reality more comprehensive as it is also more valuable. Juglar calls 
attention chiefly to the currency and banking problems, Wirth goes 
somewhat deeper and refers to the general social condition. The new 
chapters of Wirth deal with the international stagnation from 1883 to 
1887, trusts and pools, strikes, the new speculative mania, the Argentine 
crisis of 1890, the silver question and the collapse of the Panama canal. 

A suggestive little essay on Modern Changes in the Mobility of Labor, 
especially between Trade and Trade, has been published as a report to 
the Toynbee Trustees by H. Llewellyn Smith (London, Frowde, 1891). 
Mobility between place and place, or more especially migration from 
country to towns, was discussed by Mr. Smith in Booth's Life and Labor 
of the People. The present monograph deals only with mobility as 
between trade and trade. The author has studied the problem in the 
factories of Bradford and West Riding and concludes that, while 
machinery tends to increase the number of processes into which an em- 
ployment is divided and thus decreases the power of mobility among the 
workmen, yet on the other hand " the various members of the group of 
workers who produce a particular article tend simultaneously to become 
less and less specialized with regard to the production of that article, 
and their range of mobility, narrowed as regards the power of inter- 
change among themselves, is as a rule widened as regards the power of 
interchange with those performing corresponding processes of other 
trades." But Mr. Smith notes so many counter-tendencies to these 
main tendencies that the results of his investigation become somewhat 
uncertain. 

In The Scottish Railway Strike, i8pi : A History and Criticism 
(Edinburgh, Wm. Brown), Professor James Mavor of Glasgow has given 
an interesting account of an interesting agitation. He sums up the 
causes as, first, the neglect and consequent accumulation of grievances, 
many of them individually petty ; and secondly the severe competition 
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between the two chief Scottish railways. This leads Mr. Mavor to note 
that state ownership of these railways would have done away with at 
least one of the chief reasons of the strike. The central issue of the 
strike, however, was a reduction of hours of labor. The compromise 
settled nothing, leaving the matter still open for future adjustment. 
And while Professor Mavor is justly severe on the companies for seek- 
ing to develop the line at the expense of the men, it is interesting to 
note that he opposes the idea, which has been defended on this side 
of the water also, of preventing in some way combinations of railway 
employees on the score of public convenience. Given an inequality 
between the power of a large corporation and that of the individual em- 
ployees, it is hard to see how justice can be attained by providing liberty 
for the stronger party and restriction for the weaker. 

Dr. Adolf Braun has begun the publication of a series of monographs 
giving the laws relating to workmen's protection and insurance in all the 
European states, with essays on industrial history, statistics and labor 
legislation in each state. The first monograph treats of Germany, under 
the title Die Arbeiterschutzgesetze des Deutschen Reichs (Tubingen, 
Laupp, 1890), and contains not only the laws but also a valuable his- 
tory of the agitation in the empire and in each of the commonwealths. 
If the other European states are treated with the same fulness, we shall 
soon have a comprehensive history of the entire movement. 

The second number of the Toronto University Studies in Political 
Science is entitled Municipal Monopolies and their Management, by 
A. H. Sinclair (Toronto, Warwick & Sons, 1891). Chapter I gives the 
comparatively familiar arguments as to the nature of municipal monopo- 
lies. In the second chapter we find a rather interesting comparison, 
although on the old lines, between the results of private and public man- 
agement. The conclusions of the author are conservative. Professor 
W. J. Ashley, the editor, contributes a few interesting words by way of 
preface, in which he observes that the conclusions of the essay should 
moderate the ardor of extremists on both sides, and adverts to the fact 
that the desire to secure improved conditions for labor is at the bottom 
of the English agitation, as over against the more purely financial 
considerations urged in America. 

In 1888 some members of the National Liberal Club in London 
determined to establish a periodical dinner at which papers on economic 
questions should be read and discussed. As an outcome of these din- 
ners a " Political Economy Circle " was formed, and the first volume of 
its Transactions has just been published (P. S. King & Son, 1891) 
under the editorship of the secretary, J. H. Levy. The volume before 
us contains among other essays an orthodox " introductory address on 
the economic principles which should guide legislation with regard to 
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the occupation of land " by the chairman, Rt. Hon. Leonard H. Court- 
ney; a criticism of the report of the gold and silver commission by 
Alfred Milnes ; an essay on " the rate of interest " by Sidney Webb, and 
an article on " the migration of labor " by H. L. Smith. The " Circle " 
shows a curious blending of individualist and socialist members. Most 
of the essays are reprints from articles that have already appeared in 
English and American publications ; and to an outsider the hope of the 
committee " that it will be able to propagate over a wide area eco- 
nomic truths " seems a little exaggerated. 

The Question of Copyright, edited by George Haven Putnam and pub- 
lished by the Putnams (1891), may perhaps be best described as a Copy- 
right-League scrap-book. Much material, literary and legal, is thrown 
together with little system. Several excellent essays, historical and con- 
troversial, by the editor, by R. R. Bowker and by Brander Matthews, 
including the latter's " Evolution of Copyright," l are reprinted ; and 
a good deal of material is given for the study of English and American 
copyright law. The recent amendments to our Revised Statutes (the 
so-called Copyright Act of March, 1891) are given in full; also the 
clauses of the McKinley Tariff Act which bear upon the subject — 
but, curiously enough, without anything to indicate whether the articles 
mentioned are free or dutiable. The summary of " existing " foreign 
laws is inexcusably out of date : Germany, for example, is represented 
as still governed by the confederate treaty system, no mention being 
made of the regulation of the whole matter by the imperial laws of 
June n, 1870 and January 9-1 1, 1876. There is no index. 

The Society for Political Education has published The Reader's Guide 
in Economic, Social and Political Science, edited by R. R. Bowker and 
George lies (New York, Putnams, 1891). It is nominally a second 
edition of the Bibliography of Political Science published some ten years 
ago, but it is practically a new work. The arrangement of subjects, 
although a vast improvement on the previous edition, is not yet a per- 
fectly logical one : down to the heading " Political Science " it is indeed 
scientific, but after that it is somewhat confused. The preface states 
that the classification was made " after careful comparison with the 
scheme of the Columbia Faculty of Political Science, and largely on its 
lines." The Columbia Faculty of Political Science desires to explain 
that it is not responsible for the whole classification. The Guide con- 
tains 169 pages. It does not pretend to be exhaustive, especially in 
regard to foreign works, but it will no doubt be of great service to all 
but special students. The courses in political science in the principal 
colleges are added in an appendix. 

1 Political Science Quarterly, V, 4; December, 1890. 



